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iz Sand Point.—This point is a large dune of drifting &
here?fd theml:a stunted pitch pine and in sheltered places a ur!
rowth of blueberries and poison-ivy. In the summer of 1912 one of { !
8 iter’s sons discovered an Indian fire-place right on the top of this
Ev;qne on the side fronting on the river, in a clear space fully exposed to
the a::ti-:m of the winds. The fire-place was about nine or ten feet in cir-
cumference and was filled with fine ci}arcoal' and sand to the level of the
drifting sands of the dune. Overlying this ash-he«_d was an array of
pottery fragments that had the appearance of having been arranged
thereon for the inspection of future generations. The fire-place was dug
out by hand and pieces of pottery were found all the way down to a depth
of about two feet, but the bottom of the pit was not reached. The
pottery is either Huron or Iroquois, but the writer is uneertain as to which

of the two cultures it is referable.

William M. Beauchamp® is of the opinion that ‘‘while the richer
Iroquois obtained brass kettles quickly from the whites, their poorer
friends continued the primitive art till the beginning of the 18th century
at least.””

In view of the above statement it appeared at first sight as if
this old fire-place bore evidences of the last domestic catastrophe in an
Indian household, about two hundred years ago, and that these evidences
had not been obliterated by snow or rain or dri fting sand in all that time,
for this seemed to be the story: Many years ago, when this was an Indian
camp, some bustling Indian woman, in hurrying up to get the dinner,
snatched a pot of boiling water off the fire, burnt her fingers, dropped
the pot, broke it, spilt the water and put out the fire, blamed somebody
or something else for the accident and left her broken erockery and her
fire-place with the orenda knocked out of them and a tabu on both.
After a brief consideration, however, this theory was dismissed on ae-
eount of its improbability for obvious reasons. A more reasonable sup-
position seemed to be that a Huron or Iroquois fire-pit, originally two or
three feet in depth and filled with ashes, sand and broken kitchen unten-
sils, ha}d been abandoned at some remote period ; and that since that time
the winds had carried away some of the sand from the top of the dune,
together with some of the upper part of the fire-place, thus winnowing
the pottery fragments and leaving them accumulated as they were found.

8 Acii;:lrding to the testimony of old residents in the neighborhood,
uman bones, and in one Instance an entire human skeleton, have been
Washed out of the sands near this dune.

Man}' uneanny and gruesome stories are associated with the sand

mound. They havye been transmi i
1tt i 3 the time
of the old French voyageurs. =irom fatherito/son, from

mou:; wa.sgq Hounﬂ"—ﬁﬁem'ding to one of these traditions this sanda
» I the old days, oceupied by a family of Wendigoes. These
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